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When Jack Jezreel graduated from Furman in 1979 
and headed to divinity school at the University of Notre 
Dame, he did not know that he would ulti mately dedi­
cate his life to serving others. 
Thirty years later, Jezreel is the founder and exe­
cutive director of JustFaith Ministries, a social justice 
program based in Louisville, Ky.  Now in its 20th year, 
JustFaith offers work shops and programs that focus  
on preparing people of faith “to become prophets  
and dedicated servants of God’s compassion” by 
empow ering them “to develop a passion and thirst  
for justice.”
Jezreel, who started JustFaith Ministries while 
working at a Louisville church, returned to Furman  
in February for a presentation spon sored by the Lilly 
Center for Theological Explor a tion of Vocation.
As an undergraduate, Jezreel, who was then  
Jack Jones, played on the tennis team and graduated 
summa cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa, with a double 
major in philos ophy and religion.  He took five  
philos ophy classes with James Edwards, then in his  
first decade of teaching at Furman.  While it is some­
what unusual for a student to have the same pro fessor 
for so many classes, Jezreel says, “Jim’s teach ing echoes 
in my life, and so much of what he spoke about 
became some of the touchstones of the way I have 
crafted my life.” 
For his part, Edwards recalls the struggle Jezreel 
faced as a Catholic student trying to adapt to the 
Southern Baptist influences prevalent at Furman  
at the time.  “He was trying to understand various 
religious issues but was having trouble hashing them 
out because of the strong Protestant environment that 
surrounded him,” Edwards says.  “It made him a very 
interesting student.”
After graduating from Furman and Notre Dame, 
Jezreel went on to work for several relief organizations. 
During this time he met his wife, Maggie.  Their mar­
riage led to his name change.
“It is a cultural assumption that a woman’s iden­
tity becomes subjugated to male identity when she 
takes on the husband’s name in marriage,” he says.  
“This is one piece of the legacy of women being  
JUstfaitH prOgram prOmOtes cOmpassiOn, sOcial JUstice ...........................................................................................
some how secondary to the status  
of men.”
He and Maggie wanted their union 
to signify their future journey together.  
Echoing the biblical tradition of taking  
on a new name after being baptized, 
confirmed or joining a new religious 
community, they settled on “Jezreel,”  
a Hebrew word meaning “God sews.”
Jezreel says he did not become 
aware of the true meaning of his per­
sonal ministry until he lived among the 
homeless in a Catholic work community.  
Even after he gave up all of his posses­ 
s ions and dedicated himself to a life  
of service, though, he says he still clung  
to “a desire for recognition by others”  
for his good deeds. 
Eventually, he realized that true 
compassion emerges once we stop 
seeking recognition for our efforts.   
As he told the audience at the Lilly 
program, “We discover who we are  
by giving ourselves away.  We don’t do  
the work of compassion to get re wards.  
We do it so we can be changed.  We  
are changed by putting ourselves in the 
presence of those who are in crisis.”
Jezreel also suggests that any authen tic act of love 
requires a degree of sacrifice.  To better under stand 
this idea, he and his family lived for four years on  
a farm in Kentucky, where he raised his three daugh­ 
ters without electricity, running water or plumbing.  
They lived off the land.  As a result, he says, his children 
realize that they can make do with less and know  
what it means to live simply.
During its early years JustFaith essen tially targeted 
Louisville’s Catholic parishes, but its impact grew as 
more people com pleted the workshops and applied  
the lessons they learned in assisting the poor and 
vulnerable.  Today the ministry partners with several 
national and inter national groups, and its programs 










For his efforts, Jezreel received the Catholic 
Church’s 2006 Harry A. Fagan Roundtable Award  
for social action leadership, which he has described  
as the “Oscar” of social ministry.  He has called the 
honor “a de facto award for JustFaith.  I haven’t done 
anything extraordinary.  But JustFaith has.”
Having weathered a bout with colon cancer four 
years ago (“I’m probably healthier now at 52 than I  
was as a tennis player at 22”), Jezreel makes it clear 
that he will continue to share his message of social 
justice and faith­based service for as long as he is able.
To learn more, visit www.justfaith.org.
— KATE HOFLER ’09
The author is a political science/English major from 
Darlington, S.C.
Charles Francis “Frank” Dawes ’36, 
January 3, Greenville.  In 1980 he retired 
from Liberty Life Insurance Company, where 
he last served as vice president.  He was  
a U.S. Navy veteran of World War II.
David Conrad Wakefield, Jr. ’37, April 
27, 2008, Anderson, S.C.  During World 
War II he was a flight instructor for the 
Army Air Corps and later retired from the 
Air Force Reserves, having commanded  
the Reserve wing in Anderson.  He owned 
David C. Wakefield Company, a real estate 
and insurance company, and served as 
president of both the Anderson Chamber 
of Commerce and Kiwanis.  He was a 
member of the Anderson board of South 
Carolina National Bank and was active  
in economic and industrial development.  
Eleanor Wright Anderson ’38, February 
6, Anderson, S.C.  She was a retired ele­
mentary school teacher in the Greenville 
County School System. 
Catherine Nash Johns ’38, February 20, 
Clemson, S.C.  She retired as school lunch 
program supervisor from Richland County 
(S.C.) School District 1.  A former member 
of the American School Food Services 
Association, she was past president of  
the South Carolina School Food Services 
Association.
Julian Pelham “Hoppy” Hopkins ’39, 
February 15, Columbia, S.C.  He retired  
in 1972 after 30 years of active military 
service, having seen duty in World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam.  He was a photo 
reconnaissance officer, technical observer 
and advanced aerial photographer; he  
flew 37 single aircraft, unarmed combat 
reconnaissance missions over Germany  
in the first aircraft to use a photo radar 
camera.  He left the Army Air Corps after 
World War II and worked as an entomolo­
gist for the state of South Carolina until  
he was recalled by the Air Force Reserves  
in 1951.  He served as a cartographic 
officer, was a member of the launch team 
pioneering U.S. space reconnaissance 
programs, and was an intelligence adviser.  
He was the recipient of 15 U.S. and foreign 
decorations, including the World War II 
Victory Medal.  He was active in commu­
nity service as director of the Chesterfield 
County chapter of the Red Cross, secretary 
of the Red Cross National Advisory Board 
for the Carolinas, chair of the South 
Carolina Blood Donor Program and chair  
of the Chesterfield Greater Town Commit­
tee.  In 2004 he received the W.D. Craig 
Lifetime Achievement Award.  He was  
a charter member of the World War II 
Memorial Foundation and the American  
Air Museum in Great Britain.
Milton Edward Hunt ’39, November 15, 
Travelers Rest, S.C.  He was self­employed 
in the appliance retail and well­pump 
supply business.  He served in the U.S.  
Air Force during World War II.  
Alice Elizabeth Gillespie Clyde ’41, 
February 21, Florence, S.C.  She worked  
as an accountant at the Myrtle Beach Air 
Force Base during World War II, taught  
in the public schools in Pamplico, S.C., and 
was owner/operator of Effingham Supply 
Company & Farms.  
William Redding DeLoache ’41, March 4, 
Greenville.  After service in the U.S. Army 
Medical Corps, he practiced pediatrics in 
South Carolina and founded the Christie 
Pediatric Group in Greenville, where he 
practiced for 20 years.  He later became 
director of nurseries for the Greenville 
Hospital System, establishing its first  
Neo natal Intensive Care Nursery.  He was 
an examiner for the American Board of 
Pediatrics and spearheaded passage of 
South Carolina legislation requiring child 
restraints in automobiles.  In retirement  
he continued to devote his time to children’s 
issues, including the establish ment of the 
William R. DeLoache Center for Develop­
mental Services.  He served on the boards 
of the Free Medical Clinic, the Children’s 
Hospital Development Council and Green­
ville’s Child.  He was a trustee of the 
Piedmont Healthcare Foundation and  
the Joe C. Davis Foundation.  
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Brad Bell has been elected banking  
officer at Athens (Ga.) First Bank & Trust.
Paul Greathouse is an analyst with 
Watson Wyatt Investment Consulting  
in Atlanta.
MARRIAGES:  Wesley Bray and Claire 
Wilson, December 6.  They live in Green­
ville where she is an events coordinator at 
Furman and he is a sales representative for 
ScanSource, Inc.  
Stephanie Marie Cox and Andrew  
de la Ronde Van Kirk, January 3.  Both are 
students at Princeton Theological Seminary 
in Princeton, N.J., where she is pursuing  
a Master of Divinity degree and he  
a Master of Theology degree.
08
Christina Henderson is a staff assistant  
in the office of Kay Hagan, Democratic  
U.S. senator from North Carolina.
John Tutterow of Charleston, S.C., 
received the 2008 Volunteer of the Year 
Award from the South Carolina Athletic 
Branch of the state Recreation and Parks 
Association for his work with Special 
Olympics athletes through the city of 
Charleston’s recreation department.  He  
is employed with Benefitfocus, a computer 
software company.
MARRIAGE:  Nancy Demetree and 
Joseph Nort ’07, November 22.  They  
live in Greenville.  
BIRTH:  Ryan (M.A.) and Tracey Glenn,  
a daughter, Madison Nicole, November 20, 
Pickens, S.C.  Ryan is employed at McKis­
sick Elementary School in the Pickens 
County School District. 
DEATHS
Ruth Owings ’28, February 25, Nashville, 
Tenn.  She taught music in schools and 
colleges in the southeastern United States 
and then in the Washington, D.C., area 
until her retirement in 1971.  She was  
a member of the Daughters of the  
Amer ican Revolution and the South 
Carolina Club of Nashville.  
Marion Thomas Anderson ’29, March 
22, Greenville.  He was a leader in the 
Greenville County School District for many 
years, serving as assistant superintendent 
from 1951 to 1960 and as superintendent 
from 1960 to 1970.  Under his direction 
Greenville County Schools were desegre­
gated by federal court order without 
serious incident.  In addition, 35 new 
buildings were constructed and every 
school in the district achieved both state 
and regional accreditation. Before coming 
to Greenville he taught at two South 
Carolina high schools and was principal  
of two elementary schools.  He joined the 
staff at Greenville High in 1937 and served 
as principal from 1940 to 1952.  In 1945  
he was granted permission to add the  
first 12th grade in the state.  Following  
his retirement as superintendent he was 
director of the Evening Division at Furman 
for three years.  His many professional 
activities included stints as president of  
the South Carolina Education Association, 
the state Association of School Adminis­
trators and the state Association of 
Secondary School Principals, and he 
chaired the Legislative Committee of  
the S.C. Retired Teachers Association.   
At various times he served on the boards  
at Furman, Greenville Technical College, 
The Baptist Courier, Senior Action and  
the United Way.  Furman awarded him an 
honorary Doctor of Letters degree in 1955.
Margaret Howard Barry ’34, April 5, 
2008, Fairfax, Va.  She was a retired school 
teacher.
Katharine Clardy Brandis ’35, January 
30, Lake Ridge, Va.  She was a second­
grade teacher at Thomas Jefferson Elemen­
tary School in Falls Church, Va., from the 
late 1950s until her retirement in 1979.  
She was a member of the Daughters  
of the American Revolution.
